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By MYRNA PETLICKI Contributor

A visit to the Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe a decade ago
changed the direction of Mila Ryk's art. The third generation Ukrainian
artist, who lives in Morton Grove, was fascinated by the diversity and
beauty of the flowers exhibited in an archid show.,

She could have painted some of the orchids, but decided thatwould be
no better than taking a photograph. Ryk mulled her options for three
years. "| couldn’t start right away. | had to figure out how | wanted to do
it" she explained. What has gradually evolved in the years since in
Ryk's work is a blending of the nude female form with the essence of a
flower. The resulting paintings are delicate, graceful and erotic.
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Mila Ryk attended the opening
reception for "Exotica Erotica” at
Effe Leven Gallery in Chicago,
whaera three of her paintings are
on exhibit.
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Works by Mila Ryk such as
"Peaceful Dream (Orchids)™ are a
blending of the nude female
form with the essence of a
flower.
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Work by the artist is included in
"Exotica Erotica™ (through Aug. 31)
at Effe Leven Gallery, 213 W,
Institute Place, 4th Floor, Chicago.
[312) 478-5176;
information about Mila Ryk's art
classes, call (224) 3BB-058Z or visit

yvears later, her grandmother showed her a sculpture that Ryk had
created atthe age of 5. "I made a whole story out of clay,” she said.

Ukrainian immigrant
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Ryk is exhibiting three of her oll
paintings as part of a group show

called "Exotica Erotica,” through Paceaful Drsam l0wet

Aug. 31 at Effe Leven Gallery in GeEat e
Chicago.

‘I love it," said Leven of Ryk's work,

"She has formal training from a

Russian art teacher and her work

really exhibits that type of feeling to

it." Leven, who is a photographer,

admitted that he is notan art G A L |— E R Y
expert; one of his interns located

Fyk. Leven opened his gallery to wecents

offer artists of all types a place to present:

exhibit.

Designing woman

In addition to creating fine art, Ryk
Is & graphic designer, with a
lengthy client list. Her work
Includes designs for magazines,
sales, packaging and products,
plus many other projects.

at the group exhibition

EXOTICA EROTICA

August I-31, 2008
include gallery exhibits of other Artists REGEF}HGI"’I

rtists, and I far all

b August 23rd b:00pm - 10:00pm

Art & Bevond Studio, Inc., based in
Ryk's immaculate, tastefully
furnished home, encompasses her
graphic design work as well as
other arts-related activities. These

"Art is not anly for talented people,
Ryk declarad. "Art is something
that you can bring to yvour life. You
can open your eyes and look at
nature different ways. It's kind of
healing.”

213 W. Institute Place
4th Floor
Chicago. IL 60610

Ryk said that she always drew and
sculpted when she was a child
growing up in the Ukraine. She
recalled being amazed when,

call to come up
1.312.479.5176

www.effelevengallery.com

Ryk immigrated to the United States in 1891 with her husband and www.milaryk.com *® mrsiudio@comcast.net

daughter. She has been taking private lessons with artist Leon Oks for
several years, and credits him with greatly influencing her work.

A rotating exhibit of work by Ryk has been on display at the Morton
Grove Village Hall for about 2 yvear. | have an appreciation letter from the Mayor, that he loved it," Ryk reported. Her paintings have also
been displayed at the Elmhurst Artists' Guild Gallery, Morton Grove Public Library, Skokie Public Library, Skokie Heritage Museum and a
gallery In Arizona, among other places.

Two examples of Ryk's "orchid” paintings grace the walls of her living room — others are in process in her upstairs studio. "l do have some
landscapes and | do have some still lives," she said. But her main focus for the past several years has been the series inspired by that
long-ago visit to the Chicago Botanic Garden.

“I named the series 'Orchids,’ even if they don't look much like orchids,” Ryk said. It's true that nude female figures, rather than flowers,
seem to predominate in each wark, but in paintings like "Peaceful Dream (Orchids),” in the current show, those figures look ready to

blossom.

224-388-0582







BEST OF AMERICA

Mila Ryk

It Full Bloom 20 % 20, above.
Marning Touch 18 x 24, oppasite page.

miryk@mifaryk.com
wisner.mlaryk.com

BEST OF AMERICA OIL ARTISTS WOLUME [ 50




